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It's why we put such stock in the statement that we sought from the Big
Four congressional leaders. And that's why, you know, we watched very carefully
over the course of the months between the warning the President issued to
Vladimir Putin in early September and the election for any evidence that that might
be what they were doing, because that would have prompted us to go full punitive
right then and there.

| still worry, as you seem to be also, that they might do such things in the
future. And | worry that our States are not sufficiently hardened. Maybe they
have taken subsequent steps since I've left government that I'm not aware of that
would give me greater confidence, but | do worry about this. And I think it's a very
serious concern, and | hope it's a priority for you as you think about
recommendations for the future.

MR. HECK: Thank you.

MR. SCHIFF: Thank you.
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MR. ROONEY: Thank you, Ambassador. | think that's all we've got for
today and forever.

[Whereupon, at 1:20 p.m., the interview was concluded.]



